
Film Independent�s Screenwriters Lab is an intensive seven-week program running two evenings a week in Los Angeles 
in July and August 2008. The Lab is designed to help screenwriters improve their craft, develop their voice as writers, 
and take their current scripts to the next level. During the Lab, Fellows receive feedback on their scripts from the Lab 
instructor, outside advisors, and the other writers in the program. 

Film Independent is looking for well-written, compelling, independent screenplays that have gone through at least one 
complete draft yet are nonetheless not fully polished. The Lab is structured to support writers who are still creatively 
engaged in the writing of the script and are at the point where they would welcome and bene�t from feedback and 
discussion about their work. A maximum of ten projects are selected for the lab. Writers are accepted into the program  
to work on the speci�c screenplay with which they apply. Writing partners are welcome to apply as teams.

A secondary goal of the program is to help advance the careers of the Lab Fellows by introducing them to �lm 
professionals who can advise them on both the craft and business of screenwriting. Lab Fellows have one-on-one 
meetings with established screenwriters, producers, and other industry professionals who act as advisors on the 
participant�s projects.

Past instructors and guest speakers include Doug Atchison (Akeelah and the Bee), Mike Binder (Reign Over Me, The 
Upside of Anger), Scott Frank (The Lookout, Minority Report), Rian Johnson (Brick, The Brothers Bloom), Jeff Kleeman 
(UA/MGM), Mardik Martin (co-writer, Mean Streets, Raging Bull), Karen Moncrieff (The Dead Girl), Eric Roth (Munich, 
Forrest Gump), Jeff Stockwell (Bridge to Terabithia, The Dangerous Lives of Altar Boys), Barbara Turner (Georgia, The 
Company), and Lee David Zlotoff (Spit�re Grill). 

Application Requirements
Applicants to the Screenwriters Lab must submit the following:
� One completed application form
� One feature-length script (printed double-sided on 3-hole punch paper, 
   fastened with brad fasteners)
� Cover letter explaining interest in the Screenwriters Lab and
   status of project
� Short synopsis of the script (not to exceed two pages),
   with logline and genre
� Filmmaker bio of applicant
� Bios of other key people attached to project, if any
� Application fee (non-refundable check made payable to Film Independent) 
   � see deadlines below for exact fees and deadlines
� If you would like your script returned to you, include SASE

Submission Deadlines & Fees:
Early Deadline:  April 7, 2008 (postmarked)
$35 Film Independent Members
$55 Non-members

Late Deadline:  May 5, 2008 (postmarked)
$55 Film Independent Members
$75 Non-members

All applicants to the Screenwriters Lab receive written coverage of their submitted scripts, regardless of 
acceptance to the program.



Please note: You may submit only one screenplay per application. If you are applying as a team, please �ll out 
two application forms (but only one application fee is required for teams).

						      Film Independent Member # (if applicable): __________________

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________  State: _________________________ Zip: __________________________

Home Phone: ________________________________	 Work Phone: _____________________________________________

Fax: ________________________________________	 Email: __________________________________________________

Submitted Script Title: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Genre: 				     Logline: 									�       

�	

My function on this project, if this script is produced, is: ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Educational Background: __________________________________________________________________________________

Screenwriting/writing experience (�lm, television, theatre): ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other �lmmaking skills (e.g. editing, directing, producing, etc): __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ethnicity (optional): ____________________________________________		

I represent and warrant all the following to be true:
� All answers given above are true and correct.
� There are no claims or disputes with regard to the script being submitted and I know of no facts which cause me to 
   believe that there are likely to be claims or disputes with regard to the script being submitted.
� I am either the author of the script or have received permission from the author, to submit this script for consideration 
   by Film Independent for this Lab program.
� Film Independent offers the Filmmaker Labs as an intensive program in which writers, directors, and producers can 
   develop their craft as well as their projects. We ask that projects that have been supported by the Labs, once they 
   are made, contribute 1/4% (.0025) of their production budget calculated after the �rst $1,000,000, with a cap on the 
   amount to be paid to Film Independent not to exceed $25,000. These contributions will be used to fund future Labs. 
� Film Independent also asks for the end credit �Developed With the Help of the Film Independent Filmmaker Labs,� to 
   be run along with the Film Independent logo.

Signature of entrant: ____________________________________________Date: ____________________________________

How did you hear about the Film Independent Screenwriters Lab?

_______ Film Independent Calendar	 _______ Film Independent Website

_______ Word of mouth/friend	 _______ Email

_______ Ad in:			   _______ Other:	

Please note: Materials will not be returned unless a SASE is included with submission. Coverage is provided on 
all scripts submitted to the Film Independents Screenwriters Lab and will be emailed to all the applicants after 
the lab selections have been made.

Please return all materials to:	 Film Independent  
				    Attention: Screenwriters Lab Manager,
				    9911 West Pico Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90035
If you have questions, please call 310.432.1275 or visit FilmIndependent.org. All responses will be kept con�dential.

FIND Member Early Submission FIND Member Late Submission FIND Non�Member Early Submission FIND Non�Member Late Submission


